THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
legatees of him who declaimed against the
" Great Assassin." Mr. Noel Buxton, Chairman
of the Balkan Committee, and at one time an
enthusiastic hater of Turkey, has more recently
been the honoured guest of the Young Turks,
and has spoken warmly of their programme.
Few men abroad saw the possibility of reform
from within, and as recently as 1905 Mr. Bryce
favoured Carlyle's project of driving the Turk
back into Asia. But now all was changed. The
joint project agreed upon by Russia and England
for the further pacification of Macedonia was
spontaneously withdrawn. Turkey was to be
given a free hand.
If, on the whole, Europe received the promises
of the Young Turks graciously, it Is a matter
for regret that, true to tradition, Austria should,
with what the Temps called " Jesuitical casuistry
and political cynicism," have chosen the moment
of their difficulties for seizing Bosnia and Herze-
govina, while Bulgaria also took the opportunity
of declaring its independence. But for Germany,
Russia might have opposed Austria's flagrant
breach of treaty rights, but Berlin held the strong
hand and forbade Petersburg to move.
Yet, while frankly recognising the courage of
the Young Turks, Europe, with longer and
sadder experience of the cost of such changes,
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